
GAZA: 1 YEAR ON
ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT



Israel’s war on Gaza, in response to the 
horrific attacks by Hamas and other 

Palestinian armed groups on 7 October 
2023, is the latest and most brutal 

onslaught of violence against Palestinians 
in the 57-year-long Israeli occupation of 

Palestinian territory. 
Oxfam, along with 20 partner 

organisations, has reached 776,917  
people with cash, food, and essential 
basic items, restoration of water and 
sanitation services, and provision of 

protection to the most vulnerable groups. 
At the global level, Oxfam is helping lead 

campaigns for a permanent ceasefire and 
unfettered humanitarian access. 

We are grateful to our supporters and 
institutional donors for their contributions 

to this humanitarian response.
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A father plays with his 3-year-
daughter in his tent in Rafah, 
where he took refuge after losing 
his house and factory.
(photo: Alef Multimedia/Oxfam)
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One year into Israel’s war 
on Gaza, the humanitarian 
situation is catastrophic. 
Before October 2023, 80% of 
Gaza’s population already relied 
on some form of humanitarian 
assistance and people lived 
under severe restrictions. Since 
the start of the war, more than 
2 million Palestinians have been 
trapped inside Gaza, subject 
to terrifying bombardments, 
hunger, multiple forced 
displacements, and constant 
fear.

370,000 
HOMES HAVE BEEN  

DAMAGED 
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Destruction caused by Israeli 
airstrikes in Al Remal neighbourhood 

in the middle of Gaza City 
(photo: Marwan sawwaf/Alef 

MultiMedia/Oxfam)



It has been one year since the start of Israel’s military re-
sponse to attacks by Hamas and other Palestinian armed 
groups on civilians in Israel on 7 October 2023. Over 1,200 
people were killed and 240 people were taken hostage; 
around 100 hostages remain unaccounted for until today. 
Relentless Israeli bombardments and ground operations 
were launched and continue to be the daily reality for 
the 2.1 million people in Gaza. Israel’s military assault has 
killed over 40,000 people and injured more than 95,000, 
while more than 10,000 people are estimated to remain 
missing under the rubble of destroyed buildings, with no 
way to recover them and bury their remains. The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) recently estimated that at least 
25% of those injured have life-changing injuries, such 
as limb amputations, traumatic brain injuries and major 
burns, which require urgent rehabilitation now and ongo-
ing support in the coming years. 

Evacuation orders issued by the Israeli authorities are 
constantly forcing families to move, with no clear destina-
tion as nowhere is safe. Confusing messages cause chaos 
and anxiety, are given at very short notice, and force 
people to leave in a rush with the few belongings they can 
carry. About 1.9 million people in Gaza – 90% of the popu-
lation – have now been internally displaced, many of them 
multiple times. This forced displacement has separated 
families, eroded social protection systems, and exposed 
people, especially women and girls, to a heightened risk of 
violence. The evacuation orders also force people to move 
away from the few available services. About 86% of Gaza is 
under Israeli evacuation orders as of September 2024.

People have been pushed into the Israeli-designated 
‘humanitarian/safe zone’ of Al Mawasi, which now encom-
passes less than 13% of the Gaza Strip. Like the rest of 
Gaza, this area has not been spared from Israeli air strikes, 
proving this zone is far from safe. The area is incredibly 
overcrowded, and sanitary conditions are appalling. Food 
is scarce and the lack of clean water and hygiene  
products is causing outbreaks of diarrhoea and skin 
diseases. Shampoo, detergent, and dishwashing liquid are 
largely absent from the market, or available at skyrocket-
ing prices, which most people in Gaza cannot afford. In 
June 2024, poliovirus type 2, which was non-existent for 
more than 25 years, was detected in samples collected 
from the wastewater, and two months later, a 10-month-
old baby was partially paralysed after contracting polio.

The destruction across the Gaza Strip is enormous. The 
constant Israeli attacks have damaged more than 370,000 
housing units; 79,000 homes have been destroyed com-
pletely. About 68% of cropland and roads have also been 
severely damaged. As of September 2024, only 17 of 36 
hospitals remain partially functional, while all suffer from 

A YEAR OF AGONY

IMPACT ON THE WEST BANK
Israel’s war on Gaza has extended to and had 
devastating impacts on the occupied West Bank. 
Israeli military operations and attacks by Israeli 
settlers on Palestinians have increased there 
over the past year. Between 7 October 2023 and 
23 September 2024, 693 Palestinians were killed 
in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. In the 
same period, Israeli authorities demolished, con-
fiscated, or forced the demolition of 1,725 Pales-
tinian structures, such as homes, agriculture, and 
water and sanitation structures, across the West 
Bank, displacing more than 4,450 Palestinians. 
While access and movement for Palestinians was 
already extremely difficult in the West Bank, it has 
become increasingly constrained since 7 October. 
Heightened Israeli restrictions in terms of physical 
and administrative barriers, including checkpoints, 
roadblocks, gates, and permit restrictions, have 
had an extreme impact on people’s access to 
essential services, employment, and livelihoods. 
Farmers have been prevented from accessing 
their land, while direct attacks on their properties 
have resulted in destruction of crops, irrigation 
systems and greenhouses. More than 150,000 
Palestinian workers from the West Bank used 
to enter Israel daily for work but had their work 
permits suspended by Israel after 7 October 2023, 
leaving those families without sources of income. 
The extreme mental distress that is produced by 
the demolitions and Israeli military operations and 
settler violence have also increased mental health 
concerns among the West Bank population.

a lack of fuel, medical supplies, and clean wa-
ter. Ongoing bombardments and fuel shortages 
have also forced bakeries to shut down, limiting 
people’s access to bread, a staple of the diet.

The Israeli military built a road, destroying every-
thing in its way, including agricultural land and 
civilian infrastructure, which has split Gaza in two, 
cutting off Gaza City and the rest of northern Gaza 
from the south. There is an almost total absence 
of fresh vegetables, fruit, and protein sources 
such as poultry and meat in the markets in Gaza 
City and across north Gaza. Given the absence of 
many fresh food items, the population in the north 
is highly dependent on canned food, but the prices 
are prohibitively high.

86% 
OF GAZA IS UNDER   

EVACUATION ORDERS
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One year into the war, a safe humanitarian response that 
meets the overwhelming needs of the people in Gaza has 
been made impossible by the actions of the Israeli Govern-
ment. Intense military operations by Israeli forces, includ-
ing bombardments and ground operations, have  
continued to undermine humanitarian access and opera-
tions, placing affected communities and humanitarian 
workers and facilities at extreme risk. There have been 
regular incidents of offices, aid workers and convoys be-
ing hit by Israeli forces despite notification through the 
appropriate channels of their movement and location. By 
19 August 2024, World Humanitarian Day, 289 aid work-
ers had been killed in Gaza in Israeli airstrikes, making it 
the most dangerous and deadliest place in the world for 
aid workers. The breakdown of law and order within Gaza, 
including the theft of relief supplies from convoys, has 
also challenged response efforts, and poses security risks 
to affected communities and humanitarians. 

Humanitarian agencies have seen not only the failure of 
Israeli authorities to uphold their responsibility to facilitate 
and support aid efforts, but Israel taking steps to hinder 
and undermine their work. Significant constraints continue 
to impede the access of humanitarian staff, supplies and 
equipment through land crossings into Gaza. Israel has 
imposed multi-layered inspection protocols before trucks 
can enter Gaza, and supply lines from Egypt and Jordan 
have been needlessly restricted. Both routes experience 
excessively bureaucratic and opaque processes, delays, 
and at times inconsistent openings of the crossing points.  

The closure of the Rafah Crossing at the beginning of 
May 2024, after the Israeli army assumed control of its 
Palestinian side, compounded the challenges. The Rafah 
Crossing had served as the main entry point of aid and 

humanitarian personnel into Gaza since 7 October. Sub-
sequently, the Karem Abu Salem (Kerem Shalom) Crossing 
was designated as the primary crossing for humanitarian 
cargo, food, fuel, and other supplies. However, the cross-
ing has become extremely congested, primarily because 
of the inability to safely access the crossing from within 
Gaza. Persistent security incidents and mission delays 
have prevented humanitarian trucks from collecting criti-
cally needed cargo. 

Bringing in items other than food, medicine, fuel, water, 
and basic shelter equipment is even more difficult, even 
if they are considered critical to a humanitarian response. 
They are at risk of being rejected unless pre-cleared by 
Israel through a process that can take months. One of 
Oxfam’s key demands of Israel and the wider international 
community is that all feasible border crossings and land 
routes to both the northern and southern regions of Gaza 
are operational and accessible. 

Access to the north of Gaza has become increasingly 
difficult and dangerous. Israel issued evacuation orders 
on 13 October 2023 and, since then, has set up a series 
of checkpoints to restrict access. Israel has regularly re-
jected aid missions and transportation of essential items 
to northern Gaza.

While Oxfam and partners remain committed to support-
ing Palestinians in Gaza, an immediate and permanent 
ceasefire is imperative to help stop further loss of life, 
deliver the required levels of humanitarian aid and halt 
the destruction of civic infrastructure such as schools, 
hospitals, water supply systems and sanitation facilities. 
Without a ceasefire, it is impossible for humanitarian staff 
to work safely and help protect the lives of civilians.

A patient being treated in Al-Aqsa 
hospital. Only 17 out of 36 hospitals in 
Gaza remain partially functional. 
(photo: Alef Multimedia/Oxfam)

AID UNDER FIRE
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The Oxfam team in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory (OPT) has launched 
a humanitarian response despite the 
unprecedented challenges. Along with 
a wide range of partner organisations, 
Oxfam started responding in the days 
after the crisis, delivering cash, food, 
and essential basic items, and restoring 
water and sanitation services. 

309,129  
PEOPLE PROVIDED WITH 

CLEAN  WATER THROUGH 
REHABILITATING DAMAGED 

WATER NETWORKS 
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Filling water bottles from 
an Oxfam water tank, in 
the Al-Mawasi area of 
Khan Yunis Governorate.
(photo: Alef Multimedia/
Oxfam)




